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hates priests with the fierce, unexamining,  compre-
hensive hatred of Garibaldi, but confides implicitly in
the " lion's marrow " of physical science as the proper
diet  of energetic  manhood,  reads omnivorously in
FrenclUiterature, and can declaim page after page of
Rabelais and Hugo.    From such an apprenticeship
Gambetta went to the bar and sprang into fame as the
radical opponent of the Empire.    Had he remained
a  radical  orator  in  opposition,  the quality  of his
politics might never have reached a high level.   He
would have enunciated the same large vague principles
in the same large leonine voice, until the principles
would have become ossified and the rhetoric a vapour.
From this possible catastrophe Gambetta was saved
by the war, than which there is no school of politics
more rigorous, or less compatible with scholastic and
geometrical reasoning.    He remained to the end of his
life an advocate, but he was henceforward an adaptive
advocate.    He openly gloried in the fact that he had
no doctrine, but allowed his politics to be shaped by
circumstances.    He regarded his inconsistencies as a
sign not of weakness but of a sage, open-eyed flexi-
bility.    Before the war he roared against armaments ;
afterwards he advocated a citizen armyl    In oration
after oration he contended that the Bordeaux Assembly
had no constituent powers, and then he helped it to
make a constitution.    Of all this he was not ashamed.
He called himself an opportunist and contrasted the
policy of opportunism with the policy of shipwreck.
Even on very fundamental questions he revised the
crude emphatic opinions of his bellicose youth.    The
friend of Church disestablishment championed the Con-
cordat, the enemy of the Second Chamber helped to
create the Senate, " the grand Council of aU the com-